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An Introduction to Phonics 

at Dringhouses

� House keeping & Introductions – Debbie Aitchison & 

Claire Scott-South

� Aims of the session

� What is phonics and why do we teach it?       

A brief introduction 

� Dringhouses’ phonics scheme                          

Fft – Success for All phonics 

� Phonics in action – India Howarth

� Phonics activities & ideas to take home - EYFS 

classrooms



Aims of the session

Provide you with information on:

• What phonics is and why we teach it
• How phonics supports reading

• Fft Success for All – our chosen phonics 

scheme
• Ways to practise at home



What is phonics and why do we teach it?

� Phonics is a way of teaching 

children how to read and write. 

Written language can be 

compared to a code.

� Understanding phonics will also 

help children know which 

letters to use when they are 

writing words.

� We call the sounds– phonemes

� The written letters – graphemes

� GPC – Grapheme phoneme 

correspondence 



� Phonics involves matching the 

sounds of spoken English with 

individual letters or groups of 

letters. 

� Teaching children to blend the 

sounds of letters together helps 

them decode unfamiliar or 

words by sounding them out. 

� c, as in cat,  k as in kite, ck as 

in stick, ch as is stomach

� tap, taps, pat, pats and sat



� English can be an extremely tricky language to learn!

It has:

44 phonemes (sounds)

26 letters

but 150+ graphemes (ways of spelling the sounds)!

Here is an example of just how tough it can be to learn how 

to read…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZV40f0cXF4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZV40f0cXF4


Segmenting: talk in ‘sounds’ e.g. d-o-g, ch-a-t. 

Oral blending: Children’s ability to put together ‘segmenting’ e.g. c-a-t becomes cat, p-l-
ay becomes play.

Digraphs: Children learn digraphs e.g. sh, th, ay, ee and trigraphs e.g. igh, air, ear. They 

always stick together in words to make 1 single phoneme (sound).

Children are taught to spot these in words before they ‘sound them out’. 

fish chips fair think tear bright 

Split digraphs: a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e. Children learn these quite late on but they can be pointed 

out when a story is being read. They are best friends because they talk too much and are 

not allowed to sit next to one another, they need splitting up by another sound.

shape hope cute snake 



What are the expectations at the end of 

Reception?

Word Reading 
Children at the expected level of development will be able to: -

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-
blending

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with 

their phonic knowledge, including some common exception 
words.



Synthetic phonics approach

This is where the phonemes (sounds) associated with 

particular graphemes (letters) are pronounced in 
isolation and blended together (synthesised). 

m     a      p



Success For All Phonics 

Scheme



Success For All Phonics Scheme

Success For All phonics works in a systematic 

way, there are 6 phases.
Each set teaches different sounds.

They are outlined below.

Phase 1 (pre school/nursery)

Phase 2 (Reception)

Phase 3 (Reception)

Phase 4 (Reception/Year 1)

Phase 5 (Year 1)

Phase 6 (Year 1/Year 2) 



Success for All Phonics

� During Term 1 the children will learn on 
average three or four new GPCs 

� In Term 2 children start to learn a vowel 

digraph at the rate of one per week. 

� During Term 3 sees the children continue 

to learn vowel digraphs along with 

common alternative spellings and 

consolidation on all of the Reception 

content. 

A typical phonics lesson:

� lasts 25 minutes

� Follows a consistent daily structure to 

support the children 

� A review of previously taught GPC’s 
(10 minutes)

� Teach, practise and apply new GPC 

(15 minutes)



Success for All Alphabet 

Chant

We will send a paper copy 
home with your child.

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=YBiaf6CiwQQ





How to help your child at home



Read Stories with your 

Child Relentlessly
� Read favourite stories over and over

again

� Read some stories at a higher level 

than they can read themselves.

� Listen to them reading their reading 

books. This is them practising what 

they are learning in school. If they 

need help, that’s fine, be positive and 
encourage them.



Why read a reading book 

more than once?

Reading a reading book more once 

allows children to develop fluency as 

well as whole word recognition. 

It also allows children to develop reading 

comprehension as when children spend 

a lot of time decoding they have very 

little brain space for comprehension skills. 

When they read the book more fluently 

their working memory has more 

capacity to talk about and answer 

questions about what they have just 

read.



You can practise 

recognising and 

pronouncing phonic 

sounds using flashcards.

This website link will help in the correct 

pronunciation of the sound.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


Read through the 

high frequency 

bookmark in your 

child’s reading record

We focus on four or five words at a time until they 

can read/recognise them by sight as they can’t all 

be sounded out. 



Phonics jargon explained

Grapheme – the written letter

Phoneme – the sound the individual letter makes

GPC – grapheme/ phoneme corespondence
Decode/decoding – reading the letter/word

Vowels - a, e, i, o, u

Consonant – the 21 letters of the alphabet that are not vowels

CVC – a word made up of a consonant, vowel, consonant e.g dog
Oral blending – saying the sounds together to read a word

Segmenting - talk in ‘sounds’ e.g. d-o-g, ch-a-t. 

Digraph – two letters together making one sound - c h makes /ch/   chat

Trigraph – three letters together making one sound e.g. i g h  makes /I/  night 



Resources

Success for All video introduction – https://fft.org.uk/phonics/

Success for All parent portal – https://parents.fft.org.uk/

Success for All parent carer guide -

https://sfa.fft.org.uk/wpc_downloader/core/?wpc_action=view&id=1001
Success for All shared reader library passcode – hio7bh

Correct pronunciation of the phonemes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

Topmarks phonics games 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/phonics/balloon-phonics-cvc-game

Success for All Alphabet chant

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBiaf6CiwQQ

https://fft.org.uk/phonics/
https://parents.fft.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

