


2023 Tests

• Marked internally but set externally

• Will inform part of teachers judgement

• Statutory reading and maths tests and an 
optional SPAG test. 

• No writing test – teacher assessment

• Last year of statutory SATs for KS1



• Tests will report a scaled score.
• The ‘expected standard’ will always be set at 100.
• Raw scores in the test will be converted to scaled 

scores.
• The ‘raw score’ that equates to 100 might be 

different each year.
• Pupils who score 100 or more will have met the 

‘expected standard’.
• Pupils who score below 100 will not have met the 

‘expected standard’.

SCALED SCORES

100



Past papers can be found:

www.satspapers.org.uk

http://www.satspapers.org.uk/


Writing

• No test!

• Evidence of meeting the standard is based on teacher 
assessment of work in books.

• Children will become familiar with the following 
terminology which will be evidenced in their writing; 

• noun, noun phrase, statement, question, 
exclamation, command, compound, suffix, adjective, 
adverb, verb, tense (past, present) apostrophe, 
comma.





What is the 

‘Expected Standard’ in writing?

Children are expected to be able to write 
using a range of different genres.

The DfE have issued 
exemplification guidance 

for schools.

https://www.gov.uk/gov
ernment/publications/20
18-teacher-assessment-

exemplification-ks1-
english-writing

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2018-teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-english-writing


SPAG

• Two separate tests

• Paper 1: A spelling test of 20 words, 
approximately 15 minutes 

• Paper 2: A test requiring short answers, 
focussing on grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary. 



Children are taught a range of spelling 
strategies

• Segmenting into phonemes

• Sounding out syllables 

• Repetition (e.g; look, say, cover, write, check and 
rainbow writing)

• Finding words within words

• Looking for patterns and making links to other 
words

• Mnemonics (there’s a rat in separate)

• Investigating rules

• Adding prefixes and suffixes to root words

• Learning origins of words

• Using dictionaries



Spelling Shed 

Log in to Spelling Shed to practise your weekly spellings regularly to build skills and 
knowledge. 



Reading
• Two tests each of approximately 30 minutes

• Paper 1: combined reading and answer paper

• Paper 2: Separate reading and answer booklet - more 
challenging. Children need reading stamina for this 
and have to be able to read for at least 10/15 minutes 
without being distracted.

• 60-90% of marks awarded for comprehension

• Up to 30% for inference

• Up to 10% for understanding language and effect

• Converted to a scaled score 



SAMPLE READING TEST QUESTIONS

Children will be asked to tick 
correct answers, they will be 
expected to find and retrieve 
facts and sometimes explain 

their answers.

Reading Test 1 has combined text, questions 
and answers.



Reading Test 2 will have a more challenging separate reading booklet and reading answer 
booklet.



Gold band + is the expected 

The Year 2 reading bookmark in your child’s pack has lots of different question 
starters to support them in developing their comprehension skills. 



Reading at the expected standard
Book bands 

They must be fluent, accurate and expressive readers with good comprehension 
at each book band to be deemed as working towards, working at or working 
above (greater depth) age related expectations. 

Working 
towards 
Y2 
standard

Working 
towards 
Y2 
standard

Working 
towards 
Y2 
standard

Working 
towards 
Y2 
standard

Working 
at the Y2 
standard

Working 
at the Y2 
standard

Working 
at the
greater 
depth 
standard
for Y2 

Green Orange Turquoise Purple Gold White Lime

Read regularly and discuss a variety of texts – not just 

‘listening’ to your child read. 10 minutes of reading a day 

will build children’s fluency, accuracy and stamina.  



Practising at home 
• Becoming fluent and confident readers will support children in all 

aspects of their learning and result in greater success later on in 
life. 

Please hear your child read their 
banded school reading book 
every day for at least 10 minutes. 



Maths

• Two separate tests (arithmetic and problem solving)

• Paper 1: Arithmetic will contain 25 one-mark questions 

• Paper 2: PSRN will contain 30 questions and will test 
fluency, reasoning and problem-solving 

• Paper 2 will last around 35 minutes and can be taken 
with a break

• Final total score out of 60

• Converted to a scaled score with an indicator of 
whether or not the child has met the expected 
requirements (“expected standard” will be 100)



SAMPLE MATHS TEST QUESTIONS - ARITHMETIC



SAMPLE MATHS TEST QUESTIONS - REASONING

Some questions are read by the teacher.
Look at the picture of Sam and Ben in 
question 5. 
Sam’s arm is fifty centimetres long. 
Ben’s arm is forty centimetres long. 
How much longer is Sam’s arm than 
Ben’s arm? 
Write your answer in the box. 





Calculation methods

• Link to a video explaining the method we 
teach children on how to add two 2-digit 
numbers through partitioning: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52u7T0jy
OVg

• Link to a video explaining the method we 
teach children on how to subtract two 2-digit 
numbers using a blank number line: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRkm1ec
NhOg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52u7T0jyOVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRkm1ecNhOg


Calculation methods
Multiplication arrays

4 x 3 = 12

4 equal groups of 3 = 12
Draw 3 groups with 4 dots in each

group.

Division through sharing 

12        4 = 3

12 shared by 4 = 3
Share 12 counters out between

4 people until you have

none left.



Practising at home 
• Becoming fluent and confident in number facts and multiplication 

tables are key to supporting children in becoming able 
mathematicians. 



WHEN ARE THE TESTS? 

All KS1 SATs 
will be held in 

May 2023 
There is no set timetable for when KS1 tests need to be done in May. 
They are delivered in a fun and engaging way. We call them quizzes 
and it is not a stressful or high pressured situation – we simply 
encourage children to do their best. End of KS1 judgements 
(combination of tests and teacher assessments) are finalised at the 
beginning of June. 



ANY QUESTIONS?

If you have any questions please speak to or email Mrs 
Murray, Mr Field, Miss Burgess or Mrs Scott-South.


