Music Development Plan Summary
Dringhouses Primary School

Welcome to Music at Dringhouses!

We pride ourselves on our musical provision for all children in our school. Music really is a central part of our curriculum and of school life. At a time when headlines are full of headlines bemoaning the lack of music education, we at Dringhouses do sometimes actually have the opposite problem of worrying that we have too much! We hope you enjoy reading this summary which explains how we meet and exceed the seven key features of the National Plan for Music Education which are:

· Timetabled curriculum music lesson of at least one hour a week
· Access to lessons across a range of instruments including voice
· A school choir
· An ensemble, band or instrumental group
· Space for rehearsals and individual practice
· A termly performance
· The opportunity to hear live performance at least once per year


This summary is divided into three sections:

Curriculum Music - this is the statutory classroom music lesson and singing practice that each child takes part in every week

Extra-Curricular Music - this describes the clubs and activities that your child can choose to take part in after school

Musical Experiences - these are the opportunities available for your child to experience music in different settings, including hearing and taking part in live performance 


Curriculum Music

We have a large dedicated music room which is fully equipped with class sets of tuned and untuned percussion instruments, keyboards, ukuleles and recorders. Every class from Y1-6 has a 45 minute classroom music lesson weekly, and everyone also takes part in 20 minute whole-school singing every week. Singing is central to our music making and these whole school sessions underpin our whole - school, inclusive approach to music-making.

These activities are taught by a specialist classroom music teacher, who also oversees the delivery of the Reception classes’ ‘Jolly Music’  Kodaly-based lessons.

The curriculum has been designed over many years to reflect and enhance the wider curriculum, and the interests of our children. It is based on the Model Music Curriculum (2021) 

In KS1 The lessons are Kodaly-based, with plenty of music and movement designed to allow all children to confidently respond to music in different ways. Singing is taught carefully, using the Curwen hand signs to emphasise accuracy in pitch, and gradually building up the range of notes used. Children have many opportunities to develop their confidence with our tuned and untuned percussion instruments, learning to collaborate creatively, improvising and imitating simple rhythms and tunes. They use the keyboards and Ipads to compose, and explore different sounds. KS1 children perform in their Nativity play at Christmas and also sing in church at Christmas and Easter. They share their singing at informal open days for parents during the year.

In KS2, standard notation is introduced, as well as ukulele tab, chord letters, and other less formal, graphic forms of notation as needed. Our ensemble instrument is the recorder and our children learn this instrument little and often - four weeks a term, every term, throughout years 3-6. We use the Recorder Karate approach which results in most children learning eight short pieces over the  four years. We chose recorders as they are  affordable and accessible and because they are a good instrument to learn to read music with which is a useful transferable skill. Children make quick progress owing to their musical training in KS1 and around 2/3 go on to take up a second instrument with one of our visiting teachers. 
The remaining lessons in KS2 are dedicated to listening, singing, improvising and composing, Dalcroze (music and movement) and history of music. As part of this children learn how to play chords on the ukulele and keyboard, and also explore a range of composing software on the Chromebooks. Our progression map for Rec, KS1 and KS2 can be found here:
KS2 Children in KS2 perform a Christingle service at Christmas and everyone takes part in the Easter Concert which showcases their achievements in all aspects of classroom music. Y3/4 sing as part of their topic play and Y6 all work together, with the choir,  to produce a big musical in the summer. Past productions are: Joseph, The Lion King, Moana, Bugsy Malone and Matilda!

Extra-Curricular Music

The majority of our children opt to learn at least one additional instrument with our excellent team of visiting teachers. These lessons take place weekly, during school time. Essentially we can offer whatever people want - currently our young musicians are learning: violin, viola, ‘cello, double bass, cornet, clarinet, saxophone, piano, classical guitar, electric guitar, bass and drum kit in individual or small groups (4 or less). We also have Rocksteady Music School which teaches pop/rock bands in groups of up to 8. Instruments they offer are electric guitar and bass, drum kit, keyboard and vocals. There are currently 4 Rocksteady bands and they perform in a concert for their parents and the school once a term.
Around half of our young instrumentalists work towards ABRSM or Trinity exams and most who choose this path attain between grade 2-4 by the time they leave us. Others prefer a more relaxed style of learning and our teachers’ flexible and nurturing approach means that they all really flourish.
All our young musicians perform in the Summer Concert and really look forward to their moment in the spotlight!

Instrumental lessons are charged individually and cost between £70 and £100 per term. 
We own a good number of instruments which we loan out for free wherever possible and we liaise with the Music Centre for affordable hire instruments when we run out!
All our Pupil Premium children are entitled to free lessons in one instrument including instrument hire.

The school has a Choir of around 60 KS2 children who meet weekly to rehearse. The Choir is open-access with no auditions.They sing a wide range of music to a high standard. They have regular carol-singing commitments at local outside venues and regularly perform at the York Schools’ Choral Festival. This Christmas they will partner with York Youth Symphony Orchestra for a Christmas concert as well as our own Christingle and Church services, and they will support the Y6s with their musical in the summer. There is no charge for Choir, but they are powered mostly by chocolate biscuits so a voluntary termly contribution of £2.00 is gratefully received!

Orchestra runs in the Easter term and is for anyone who has instrumental lessons or who wants to play one of our classroom instruments (recorder, keyboard, ukulele). Orchestra plays a range of well-known classics and performs at the Spring Concert. There is no charge for Orchestra

Several of our children take part in out-of-school musical activities including the York Music Centre, and Yorchestra, the holiday orchestra. Our string players enjoy attending the annual Strings Fun Day organised by York Music Hub in the summer term.

Musical Experiences

Music is a constant thread throughout our childrens’ primary years. They are taught by the same teacher throughout which allows her to really get to know the children and their musical strengths and enthusiasms. Children sing every day in assembly, but also in classes with their own teachers as part of other lessons. All our celebrations; seasonal, religious, or one-off, are marked by music-making  and a highlight of the year is when all of KS2 plays a piece all together that we have worked on in our classes, forming a band or orchestra of 180. Previous pieces have included ‘Also Sprach Zarathustra’ by Strauss, ‘O Fortuna’ by Orff, ‘Let it Be’ by the Beatles and ‘Sound and Vision’ by David Bowie.

All children perform regularly in their various ensembles, and also enjoy celebrating their friends’ achievements by forming enthusiastic and supportive audiences. Although the children do perform often, the focus is always very firmly on the process and the curriculum learning first and foremost, and the product will be what it is. Our performances are very informal and children are happy to start again if they want or need to-nobody is worried about standing in the wrong place or playing the wrong note!

Every year our excellent music teachers give an assembly to demonstrate their instruments so children get to hear how they sound. Our children take advantage of free tickets given by our local Symphony Orchestra and every year when possible, we visit the theatre in connection with our Y6 musical. Y5/6 all go to see the live film of The Nutcracker, streamed from the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden

We love to take part in projects beyond our school, and this summer we took part in the Royal Opera House ‘Create’ day, joining with other schools in an opera and ballet project. 

  










